SV (EE) Selection Exercise
	In this selection exercise you will undertake the role of an SV(EE). For questions 1-4 you are provided with the External Examiner’s notes for the visit and asked to consider whether action points are required, and whether you would block certification. Question 5 asks you to comment on the provision of HE in FE.



	Exercise 1
In this centre four full-time and five part-time staff teach the programme. Three of the part-time staff work at a nearby University that has close associations with the College although this programme is not franchised. Following sampling, the conclusions of the External Examiner were as follows:  

Assignments included realistic, work-related scenarios along with clear and, largely, unambiguous tasks. Students found them challenging and of an appropriate level for higher level qualifications (e.g. HNC). The assignments adequately covered the unit outcomes. The format and presentation were consistent across the qualification with tasks clearly referenced to the unit. The application of the grade descriptors was, however, inconsistent. There were some reasonable examples of contextualisation of grade descriptors alongside other units, where the generic grade statements were simply appended to the assignment brief. Two of the four units with appended grade criteria were taught solely by part time staff. In some instances where an assignment covers more than one unit, it is not clear how the assessment contributes to the individual units. 

Which of the following action points are appropriate to advise to the centre, please tick all that apply:
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a. [image: image4.wmf]Ensure that merit and distinction grade descriptors are contextualised for all unit assignments.[image: image5.wmf]
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b.  [image: image6.wmf]Replace the two part-time members of staff. [image: image7.wmf]
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c. [image: image8.wmf]Provide opportunities for sharing good practice in contextualising the grade descriptors across members of the course team. [image: image9.wmf]
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d. [image: image10.wmf]Provide an achievement tracking matrix where assignments cover more than one unit.
e. [image: image11.wmf]Ensure that all units are assessed individually.

Would you block certification for this programme?     [image: image12.wmf] Yes            [image: image13.wmf]No
Exercise 2

A large centre in the North of London is in the first year of delivery of a QCF HNC and so certification is not required. The centre had previously delivered NQF programmes and the team were still developing and refining systems through forward planning and experiences. However, the External Examiner felt that the quality of the assessment process was threatening the integrity and validity of the award. The evidence for suggesting this came from sampling 11 out of 13 students across 4 assessors in 5 units. 

The External Examiner had noted:

· Assignment briefs clearly identified tasks and targeted criteria. The latter were fully supported by helpful explanations

· Frequent mismatch between tasks and specified Assessment Criteria

· Several examples of inappropriate grading in 3 units (MC17, MG31 & BS42) relating to two assessors

· There was a consistent set of documents to support the IV process. However, throughout the whole range of Internal Verification of assignment briefs, there was no evidence of any changes being made, despite some fairly obvious issues of 'mismatches' between tasks and Learning Outcomes 

· There was only scant feedback on some feedback sheets and little on some of the assignments themselves

Which of the following action points are appropriate to advise to the centre, please tick all that apply:[image: image14.wmf]
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a. [image: image15.wmf]All assignment briefs must be carefully checked, and changed where appropriate, to ensure that the tasks match with the intended criteria [image: image16.wmf]
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b.  [image: image17.wmf]The programme team should reassess the grading of all scripts in units MC17, MG31 & BS42. [image: image18.wmf]
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c. [image: image19.wmf]The internal verifiers must check the amended briefs and grading and document this process comprehensively.
d.  [image: image20.wmf]Ensure that student feedback is consistent in quantity and quality across Units.
e.  [image: image21.wmf]Provide summary samples from the unit feedback system.

  Would you block certification for this centre?  [image: image22.wmf] Yes            [image: image23.wmf]No [image: image24.wmf]
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Exercise 3
a) The notes below relate to an External Examiner visit to a centre that in the past had received excellent visit reports. The programme is a QCF HND in its first full cycle of operation. There are 10 students in year 1 and 14 students in year 2. The External Examiner made the visit in late May at which time the majority assessments had been completed. The Assessment Board is due to meet at the end of June.

· All assignments reviewed, except AB102 and CH111, are well constructed and follow a house style with a format that includes an introduction to a vocational scenario and referencing to unit outcomes and assessment criteria. Grading criteria are contextualised and a generic information sheet on completion of assignments is informative and constructive. 

· Across all assessed units, including IC 20, there is a good range of achievement of M and D grades with the exception of units AB102, CH111 and BC 100. For all three of these units, students have only achieved Pass grades. 

· Units AB102 and CH111, are both assessed using time constrained end tests. For these units the end test is the only form of assessment. In both units the end tests are appropriately constructed using a criterion reference system that adequately addresses all the assessment criteria but do not offer students any opportunity to achieve M or D grades.

· The grading of the units is set out clearly and achievement is demonstrable and verifiable. The Examiner was able to confirm the grading of all assessed work samples including units AB102, CH111 and BC100.

Which of the following action points are appropriate to advise to the centre, please tick all that apply:[image: image25.wmf]
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a. [image: image28.wmf]Ensure that the current cohort of students is given an opportunity to achieve merit and distinction grades criteria in units AB102 and CH111.

b. [image: image29.wmf]Modify the assessment strategy for units AB102 and CH111 to include some form of interim assignment assessment which includes assessment opportunities at merit and distinction [image: image30.wmf]
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c. [image: image31.wmf]For future cohorts, monitor performance of students on units AB102, CH111 and BC100 and compare with their performance on other units.[image: image32.wmf]
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d. [image: image33.wmf] Ensure students receive adequate written feedback for unit IC 20.
Would you block certification for this centre?  [image: image34.wmf] Yes            [image: image35.wmf]No [image: image36.wmf]

18


Exercise 4
This is an established FE college that offers a range of HN programmes. There have been considerable problems with arranging this year’s visit and it has not been possible to visit the centre until late June. On the day of the visit the programme leader was absent as were most members of the team. The programme leader for another HN programme hosted by the faculty stood in for the programme leader and produced a reasonable range of student work for the External Examiner to sample. 

At the end of the visit the External Examiner’s notes were as follows:

· The assignments clearly state what the students are required to undertake in order to meet the tasks. The assessment criteria are stated along with the learning outcomes. 

· The standard of the assignment briefs reflect the HE nature of assessment. 

· The team need to make more progress in contextualising the merit and distinction grading descriptors for each unit and clearly articulate that these need only to be achieved once in each unit. 

· There was no documentation for the programme to show how many assignments there are for each unit, the nature of the assignments (essay, report, presentation etc) and which criteria are covered by each item of assessment. Such a map would be useful to the students for planning workload and for the course team to see if there is opportunity for reduction in the amount of assessment (some units are possibly being over assessed.)
· Feedback is provided and is helpful to students. It clearly indicates which assessment and grading criteria have been met. However, the team are still awarding a single grade per assignment and not just the individual assessment/grading criteria that the assignment covers. 

· The standard of referencing has improved although the course team should dissuade students from using unregulated and non-academic web-based sources such as Wikipedia at this level.
a) List, in bullet point format, two actions and two recommendations you would make based on the External Examiner’s notes.
b) Would you block certification? Please justify your response.
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Exercise 5
5. For an SV (EE) in a Further Education College, list in bullet point format five characteristics (apart from level) that characterise Higher Education delivery and assessment. 
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